
In tro duc tion

Most of the ma te rial cov ered by church lit era ture on
serv ing the Lord con cerns how be liev ers are to dis cover and
ex er cise their par ticu lar spiri tual gift or min is try. The em pha -
sis is “how to perform.”

This tract has been writ ten to point out that God’s fi nal
re wards for His dis ci ples will be based on how con sis tently we 
have ful filled our stew ard ship. The em pha sis will be “faith ful -
ness.”
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by Dale Rumble



What is Stew ard ship?

When de scrib ing our serv ice in the church we Chris -
tians gen er ally do so us ing the word “min is try.” We rec og nize
that each be liever is called to serve the Lord and His peo ple in
per son ally unique acts of min is try. The church is a spiri tual
body with Je sus as head over all things. He dis trib utes spe -
cific gifts and min is tries among vari ous mem bers so that the
as sem bly func tions as a liv ing body un der His head ship.
Spiri tual min is try in the body origi nates in Him, and He
anoints ap pro pri ate mem bers as He de sires to ac com plish
His will.

The word “min is try,” in this sense, cov ers the thought of 
“what” and “how” one exe cutes his or her serv ice. The time
em pha sis is the pres ent tense, namely “how I now serve.”
Thus min is try is a short- range ex pres sion of one’s serv ice.

Stew ard ship, on the other hand, is a long range view of
serv ice. It is re quired of stew ards that they be found faith ful
(1 Cor in thi ans 4:2). This can only be meas ured over time.
Stew ard ship de fines the con sis tent fruit ful ness of one’s serv -
ice for Christ.

What is the Pur pose of
Stew ard ship?

Since God cre ated all things, owns eve ry thing and has
mul ti tudes of an gels to obey His every com mand, why does
He dele gate re spon si bil ity to His chil dren to be stew ards of
His pos ses sions? A key to un der stand ing His pur pose lies in
the mean ing of stew ard ship. It is trans lated from two Greek
words, OIKOS (mean ing house or house hold) and NEMO
(mean ing to ar range or to man age). Thus, bib li cal stew ard -
ship con cerns man ag ement of re sources in God’s house hold;
it is a fam ily is sue!

God’s pur pose in stew ard ship is not pri mar ily to ac com -
plish spe cific tasks; it is the pro cess that He has or dained to
train His chil dren for a fu ture re spon si bil ity they will have as
sons to reign with Him in His king dom.

This truth is re vealed in one of our Lord’s par ables (Luke 
19:11-26). Prior to leav ing for a dis tant land, a cer tain no ble -
man gave each of his ser vants a sum of money. They were to
be stew ards, not sim ply guardi ans, of the money un til he re -
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turned. Upon his re turn, the no ble man evalu ated their stew -
ard ship. One ser vant had in creased his money ten fold; a
sec ond ser vant had achieved a five fold in crease, while a third
ser vant had hid den his mas ter’s money and could pres ent no
gain. The no ble man’s words to the two fruit ful ser vants ex -
press the prin ci ple of be ing trained through stew ard ship for a 
fu ture re ward of greater re spon si bil ity.

. . . well done, good slave, be cause you have been faith ful
in a very lit tle thing, you are to be in author ity over ten
(five) cit ies. (Luke 19:17)

Good stew ard ship will pro duce over time an in crease of
those things that God has en trusted to us. This in crease will
be re flected in the re wards that Je sus brings with Him when
He re turns.

Be hold, I am com ing quickly, and My re ward is with Me, to 
ren der to every man ac cord ing to what he has done.
(Reve la tion 22:12)

He who over comes, and he who keeps My deeds un til the
end, to him I will give author ity over the na tions;
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, . . . . as I also re -
ceived author ity from My Fa ther. (Reve la tion 2:26-27)

God has or dained that the world to come will be sub ject
to man. All things will be placed in sub jec tion un der his feet
(He brews 2:5-8). This ref er ence to man re fers to the body of
Christ, for eve ry thing will be summed up in Him. Christ will
head up the ad mini stra tion that our Fa ther in heaven has de -
clared will be suit able for the full ness of the times (Ephe si ans
1:9-11, 18-23). As sons of God, each be liever will have a place
to fill in Christ’s king dom, but all po si tions will not be the
same. They will vary in glory and re spon si bil ity that re flects
how each be liever is re warded ac cord ing to their stew ard ship
in this life.

The prophet Dan iel wrote of this king dom as follows:

Then the sov er eignty, the do min ion and the great ness of
all the king doms un der the whole heaven will be given to
the peo ple of the saints of the High est One; His king dom
will be an ev er last ing king dom, and all the do min ions will
serve and obey Him. (Dan iel 7:27)
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In sum mary, our stew ard ship in this life is a train ing
ground to pre pare us to reign with Christ as sons of God in
His king dom.

The Quali ties of Good
Stew ard ship

A fun da men tal truth of bib li cal stew ard ship con cerns
God’s own er ship. He cre ated all things and all things be long
to Him (Psalm 89:11). In ad di tion, we are not our own for we
have been bought with a price; the blood of Christ. If we be -
long to Christ, then all that we pos sess also be longs to Him. If
we are dis ci ples of Christ, we do not own what has been en -
trusted to us.

So then, none of you can be My dis ci ple who does not give
up all his own pos ses sions. (Luke 14:33)

The first step in stew ard ship is rec og niz ing that we are
stew ards and not own ers of what has been en trusted to us.

The fol low ing are four im por tant quali ties that jointly
de fine good stew ard ship:

1. Be ing faith ful (trust wor thy)

Faith ful ness, which only be comes ap par ent over time,
is a long range meas ure of one’s serv ice. It will be first evi dent
in our re spon si bil ity for small things.

He who is faith ful in a very lit tle thing is faith ful also in
much . . . . There fore if you have not been faith ful in the
use of un right eous wealth, who will en trust the true riches 
to you? And if you have not been faith ful in the use of that
which is an other’s, who will give you that which is your
own? (Luke 16: 10-12)

One of the most fruit ful ar eas in which to build faith ful -
ness is teach ing chil dren to tithe from their gifts and al lot -
ments. Be liev ers who are not faith ful stew ards in tithes and
of fer ings are lim it ing the spiri tual re sources that the Lord will 
en trust to them. Tith ing be gan with Abra ham, ap proxi mately
500 years be fore the Law was given. It is an im plicit prin ci ple
of cove nant re la tion ship with God rec og niz ing that He owns
eve ry thing.
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2. Be ing com mit ted

One will not prove faith ful in serv ice with out first be ing
com mit ted to serve. Com mit ment in stew ard ship means that
we serve only one mas ter. We are stew ards of Christ and of no 
one else.

The churches of Ma ce do nia pro vided an ex cel lent ex am -
ple of com mit ment in stew ard ship.

Now, breth ren, we wish to make known to you the grace
of God which was given in the churches of Ma ce do nia,
that in a great or deal of af flic tion their abun dance of joy 
and their deep pov erty over flowed in the wealth of
their lib er al ity. For I tes tify that ac cord ing to their abil -
ity, and be yond their abil ity, they gave of their own ac -
cord, beg ging us with much urg ing for the fa vor of
par tici pa tion in the sup port of the saints, and this, not as
we had ex pected, but they first gave them selves to
the Lord and to us by the will of God. (2 Cor in thi ans 8: 
1-5)

Key to the lib er al ity of the Ma ce do nian be liev ers was
that they first gave them selves to the Lord. All giv ing flowed
out of their com mit ment to Him.

3. Be ing con tent

Faith ful and com mit ted stew ards will in crease what ever 
has been en trusted to them. In crease is im plicit in bib li cal
stew ard ship. How ever, there is dan ger that stew ards can get
their eyes on the in crease, more than on the vir tues of good
stew ard ship. For this rea son, a good stew ard must be free
from the love of money. God li ness with con tent ment is great
gain.

He who loves money will not be sat is fied with money, nor
he who loves abun dance with its in come . . . . (Eccle sia -
stes 5: 10)

Make sure that your char ac ter is free from the love of
money, be ing con tent with what you have; for He Him self
has said, “I will never des ert you, nor will I ever for sake
you. (He brews 13: 5)

Great riches can be en trusted to those who love Him
more than wealth!
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4. Be ing ac count able

The Lord will test the qual ity of every be liever’s work;
there is no ex cep tion (1 Cor in thi ans 3: 13). For this rea son a
wise stew ard will choose to be ac count able to those who over -
see his life.

In the body of Christ we are ac count able to lead ers for
how we ex er cise spiri tual gifts, how we min is ter the word of
God and how we con duct our selves in the house of God. We
should be equally ac count able for our stew ard ship of ma te -
rial things. The first sign of spiri tual cold ness, or a fal ling
away from de vo tion to the Lord, is of ten evi dent in with held
tithes and of fer ings. This can pro vide to the eld er ship a sign
of pos si ble char ac ter flaws that can be dealt with when they
first ap pear. Bib li cal ac count abil ity will re quire a sub mis sive
spirit.

Obey your lead ers and sub mit to them, for they keep
watch over  your souls as those who will give an ac count .
. . . (He brews 13:17)

The Fountainhead of
Stewardship

Eve ry thing that we will be en trusted with as stew ards in 
the king dom of God origi nates in Christ’s sac ri fice on the
cross, and comes to us by the grace of God. He was chas tised
that we may have peace with God; He was scourged so that
we can re ceive physi cal heal ing; His blood was shed in death
that our sins could be for given; He was res ur rected from the
dead pro vid ing eter nal life and the in dwell ing Holy Spirit for
us. When He as cended, He raised us up and seated us with
Him in heav enly places where we will, in the fu ture, reign
with Him. Eve ry thing comes to us by God’s grace and is the
source of our stew ard ship.

For of His full ness we have all re ceived, and grace upon
grace. (John 1: 16)

In ad di tion to spiri tual bless ings, Je sus also pur chased
the bless ing of ma te rial pros per ity for His fol low ers. God had
prom ised Is rael that if they walked in obe di ence to His com -
mand ments, they would pros per as a na tion in every area of
their lives, in their off spring, their cat tle, their har vests, the
la bor of their hands; they would have vic tory over their ene -
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mies and they would be lend ers to the other na tions and not
bor row ers. They would be the head and not the tail (Deu -
teron omy 28: 1-13). On the other hand, if they did not walk in 
obe di ence to the Lord, they would be cursed with pov erty in
every area of their per sonal, fam ily and so cial lives; they
would be smit ten with dis eases, plagues and pes ti lence. They 
would be over come by their ene mies. They would have to bor -
row from the ali ens among them, who would be come greater
than they (Deu teron omy 28: 15-67).

When Je sus hung on the cross, He bore the curse of
pov erty for all such dis obe di ence. He was a spec ta cle of na ked 
shame. He owned noth ing! All His clothes were taken away
from Him and He didn’t even own a grave in which to be bur -
ied. In bear ing the curse of pov erty, Je sus pro vided the ba sis
for us to be blessed in ma te rial stew ard ship.

For you know the grace of our Lord Je sus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sake He be came poor, so
that you through His pov erty might be come rich. (2 Cor in -
thi ans 8:9)

First, the Natu ral . . .

The phrase, “First the natu ral and then the spiri tual,”
can be ap plied to the re spon si bili ties of Chris tian stew ard -
ship. If one is not first a will ing stew ard of his money, home
and other ma te rial pos ses sions, he is un likely to be come a
good stew ard of spiri tual things. Our heart and mo tives will
al ways re veal what we treas ure most.

For where your treas ure is, there your heart will be also.
(Mat thew 6:21)

What God en trusts to us is not to be hid den; it is to be
in vested in the pur pose of God and it is to in crease. There are
over 2,300 verses of scrip ture that deal with money, show ing
that it is an im por tant sub ject to God. The fol low ing verses re -
veal how a will ing ness to give with a gen er ous heart is the
prin ci ple of in crease in one’s stew ard ship.

There is one who scat ters, and yet in creases all the more.
And there is one who with holds what is justly due, and
yet it re sults only in want. The gen er ous man will be
pros per ous, and he who wa ters will him self be wa -
tered. (Prov erbs 11: 24-25)
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Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first
of all your pro duce; so your barns will be filled with
plenty and your vats will over flow with new wine. (Prov -
erbs 3: 9-10)

Now this I say; he who sows spar ingly will also reap spar -
ingly, and he who sows boun ti fully will also reap
boun ti fully. . . . God loves a cheer ful giver. And God is
able to make all grace abound to you, so that al ways hav -
ing all suf fi ciency in eve ry thing, you may have an abun -
dance for every good deed; . . . . Now He who sup plies
seed to the sower and bread for food will sup ply and mul -
ti ply your seed for sow ing and in crease the har vest of
your right eous ness; you will be en riched in eve ry -
thing for all lib er al ity . . . . (2 Cor in thi ans 9: 6-11)

Give and it shall be given to you. They will pour into
your lap a good meas ure, pressed down, shaken to gether
and run ning over. For by your stan dard of meas ure it
will be meas ured to you in re turn. (Luke 6: 38)

Seed for our stew ard ship does not come from first ac -
quir ing a sur plus that we can share with oth ers, it comes
from per sonal faith in God’s prom ise of pro vi sion for us in
Christ.

And my God will sup ply all your needs ac cord ing to His
riches in glory in Christ Je sus. (Philip pi ans 4: 19)

A dan ger that stew ards must avoid is yield ing con trol of
their re sources to an other mas ter called “debt.”

. . . the bor rower be comes the len der’s slave. (Prov erbs
22:7)

Be cause Ameri ca’s econ omy is largely based on credit,
debt has be come a way of life for many, where bor row ers are
only con cerned about their monthly pay ments and of ten do
not know the to tal cost of their debt. 1

In our early Chris tian life, my wife and I com mit ted our -
selves to never buy any thing on time, apart from the mort -
gage on our house. It of ten meant be ing sat is fied with
sec ond hand cars and ap pli ances. How ever, we pros pered as
the Lord led us in our pur chases. This was es pe cially true for
the four houses we have owned. They were all large with
rooms for vis it ing min is ters, and each was well suited for
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hold ing church meet ings and ta ble  fel low ships. Every house
was sold for much more than we paid and this with out the
use of any Real tor. We thank the Lord now in the later years
of our life that debt never in ter fered with our serv ice to Him!

When debt is not con trolled, it can limit or crip ple stew -
ard ship ac tivi ties such as the fol low ing:

On the first day of every week each one of you is to put
aside and save, as he may pros per, so that no col lec tions 
be made when I come. (1 Cor in thi ans 16: 2)

. . . con trib ut ing to the needs of the saints, practic ing hos -
pi tal ity. (Ro mans 12: 13)

A good man leaves an in heri tance to his chil dren’s chil -
dren (Prov erbs 13: 22)

Per sonal stew ard ship in cludes both ma te rial and spiri -
tual re sources. This is made clear in the book of Mala chi. The
prophet de scribed the sins of Is rael in his day as fol lows: the
spiri tual sins of the priests in their serv ice of of fer ings and
sac ri fices; the spiri tual sins of hus bands in be ing un faith ful
to their wives with the re sult of bro ken home re la tion ships,
where fa thers and chil dren are al ien ated (Mala chi 1, 2, 4).
When faced with their sins, the peo ple asked the ques tion,
“How shall we re turn?” (Mala chi 3:7). The prophet re plied for
God as fol lows:

Will a man rob God? Yet you are rob bing Me! But you say,
“How have we robbed You?” “In tithes and of fer ings. You
are cursed with a curse, for you are rob bing Me, the whole 
na tion of you! Bring the whole tithe into the store -
house, so that there may be food in My house, and
test Me now in this, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open for you the win dows of heaven and pour out for you
a bless ing un til it over flows. Then I will re buke the de -
vourer for you, so that it will not de stroy the fruits of the
ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,”
says the Lord of hosts! (Mala chi 3: 8-11)

Just as with hold ing tithes and of fer ings can mark the
be gin ning of cold ness to ward God, pay ing them can be the
first sign of re pen tance and re turn ing to the Lord.
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And Then the Spiri tual

We are not stew ards of the Holy Spirit. We are stew ards
of the grace of God, which en ables us to ex er cise spiri tual
gifts and min is tries.

Be hos pi ta ble to one an other with out com plaint. As each
one has re ceived a spe cial gift, em ploy it in serv ing one
an other as good stew ards of the mani fold grace of
God. (1 Pe ter 4: 9-10)

Grace is given to each of us ac cord ing to the meas ure of
how Christ has called us to serve Him in the Spirit (Ephe si ans 
4:7). One sig nifi canct service is be ing stew ards of the mys ter -
ies of God through min is try of His word. Paul ex pressed it
this way:

Let a man re gard us in this man ner, as ser vants of Christ
and stew ards of the mys ter ies of God. (1 Cor in thi ans
4: 1)

Stew ard ship of the mys ter ies of God in cludes min is tries 
of teach ing, preach ing, proph ecy, ex hor ta tion and writ ing.
Each stew ard must un der stand the na ture and sphere of her, 
or his, min is try. Paul rec og nized his stew ard ship to the Gen -
tiles, while Pe ter was given a stew ard ship of min is try to the
Jews.

For this rea son I, Paul, the pris oner of Christ Je sus for the
sake of you Gen tiles, if in deed, you have heard of the
stew ard ship of God’s grace which was given to me for
you. (Ephe si ans 3: 1-2)

Our par ticu lar gift or min is try may seem to us to be un -
im por tant or in sig nifi cant, but the body of Christ can only
func tion prop erly if every mem ber is faith ful to ful fill their
place of serv ice (1 Cor in thi ans 12: 14-25). Ro mans 12: 6-13
are scrip tures which re veal the wide di ver sity of ma te rial and
spiri tual min is tries that make up life- flow in the body of
Christ.

Two vi tal min is tries in every church are spiri tual wor -
ship and in ter ces sion. If one or two mem bers are anointed
and are faith ful in such min is try, the fruit of their stew ard -
ship will be in fec tious and bring oth ers into this priestly serv -
ice.
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We are to be faith ful both to guard through the Holy
Spirit the stew ard ship that has been en trusted to us and to
per form it. Paul ex pressed his per sonal com mit ment in this
man ner.

. . . for woe is me if I do not preach the gos pel. For if I do
this vol un tar ily, I have a re ward; but if against my will,
I have a stew ard ship en trusted to me. (1 Cor in thi ans
9: 16-17)

Assembly Stew ard ships

A lo cal church is not sim ply a col lec tion of in di vid ual be -
liev ers. God has or dained that a lo cal church is to func tion as
a liv ing body un der the head ship of Christ. The Lord will call
and anoint cer tain men to rep re sent Him as un der shep herds. 
This call ing to over sight is a stew ard ship that de mands high
quali ties of char ac ter in the per sonal and fam ily life of over se -
ers (1 Timo thy 3: 1-7; Ti tus 1: 5-9). An over seer (or elder)
must be above re proach as God’s stew ard.

In re turn there is an as sem bly re spon si bil ity to fi nan -
cially sup port elders (1 Timo thy 5: 17-18). This is a cor po rate
stew ard ship, where a por tion of each be liever’s fi nan cial
stew ard ship is used to sup port those who shep herd them.
These men are to be seen as work ing for and rep re sent ing the
Lord, not as be ing em ployed by the church.

The one who is taught the word is to share all good things
with the one who teaches him. (Ga la tions 6:6)

There is an other assembly stew ard ship, one that
reaches be yond the lo cal church. The Lord anoints trans lo cal
min is tries, es pe cially apos tles and proph ets, to sup port lo cal
churches. These min is tries lay foun da tions for new
churches, teach ing them to yield to the head ship of Christ, to
equip the saints for their place of serv ice and to bring the pur -
pose of God into fo cus so that the over all body of Christ, in re -
gions and na tions, is united in vi sion and min is try. These
min is tries of ten func tion as a team to en sure di ver sity and
ac count abil ity. Al though such men min is ter with the author -
ity of Christ, they come into lo cal churches with the hearts of
ser vants. Fi nan cial re sources re quired to sup port the liv ing
and trav el ing ex penses of these min is tries, when they are
away from their home church, is a stew ard ship that vis ited
as sem blies are to as sume.
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The fol low ing scrip tures re veal the role of translocal
min is tries in the early church, and their ex pec ta tion of sup -
port from lo cal churches that they served:

• Ro mans 15: 24-29

• 1 Cor in thi ans 9: 7-14

• 1 Cor in thi ans 16: 5-11

• 2 Cor in thi ans 11: 7-9

• 3 John 5-8

The poor have a spe cial place in the heart of God. Al -
though im ple men ta tion will vary from church to church, the
great com mis sion en joins every as sem bly to have a stew ard -
ship to the poor and dis ad van taged.

In sum mary, the Lord en trusts man age ment of re -
sources in His house to His dis ci ples through stew ard ship.
The pur pose in do ing is to train be liev ers in faith ful ness and
pre pare them as sons for fu ture re spon si bil ity in His king -
dom. The church to day faces the tre men dous chal lenge of a
great end- time har vest that will close this age. It is im pera tive 
that we prac tice the prin ci ples of stew ard ship to pro vide re -
sources nec es sary for this task. The word of the Lord is to us,
“Be faith ful.”

End Notes

1. How ard Day ton, YOUR MONEY COUNTS, (Crown Fi -
nan cial Min is tries, Gaines ville, GA; 1996) pp 33-63.


